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Valdosta State’s 2016 homecoming 
theme was Blazin’ 80s! 
The week was packed full of 80s throwbacks and exciting 

student-centered activities, including a carnival, Wild 

Adventures Night, and a Knockerball competition on the 

Front Lawn. The week wrapped up with our annual Black 

Light Pep Rally and Lip Sync battle, and a concert on the 

Front Lawn by Rubiks Groove, an 80s cover band.

 

Blazer Nation came out in full force on game day against 

Delta State University, showing their excitement at the 

homecoming parade and Blazer Walk before bringing 

home a win. Couldn’t make it? Plan to join us in 2017, 

because it’s sure to be even bigger and better than ever.

PHOTO PAUL  LEAVY
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Déjà vu
On the Green

digital content
find more content online

THE LATEST FROM VSU
From events like homecoming to student stories, find it all at: 
www.youtube.com/valdostastateuniv 
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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
Dr. Richard Carvajal

	 “There is a buzz about this place right now.”
Those words, uttered recently by a long-time supporter, echo what many of you have told me regarding 
how you feel about Valdosta State. Others have told me that they sense excitement and hope. 
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VState
Experience

THISU. A R O U N D  C A M P U S  &  V A L D O S T A
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VSU welcomes Dr. Vincent 
Miller to the Division of Student 
Affairs from Georgia Southern 
University, where he served as 
associate vice president for the 
Division of Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management as 
well as director of the Student 
Union. He has more than 15 
years of experience in higher 
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Alma Young, VSU CAMP Director
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Students accepted 
into CAMP will receive 
scholarships covering 
the cost of room anStudents accepted 
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CAMP Director Alma 
Young works to 
develop relationships 
with students and 
families in the 
migrant communities 
of South Georgia. 

opportunities this type of program could offer 
his sister, and he encouraged her to complete 
her General Education Development degree 
(GED) and follow him to ABAC for CAMP. 
Young completed her GED and began 
attending ABAC as a member of CAMP. 
Because of the grant, Young was able to live 
on campus and enjoy college activities as any 
traditional student would. Once her first two 
years of the program were complete, CAMP 
mentors began encouraging her to complete 
her undergraduate degree. Although she was 
nervous, she made the decision to transfer 
to a regional university and complete her 
undergraduate degree. She then returned to 
ABAC, where she began her first job working 
with scholarship programs for Hispanic 
students. After serving ABAC for eight years, 
she has now made her way to Valdosta State 
to serve as the Director of CAMP.
	 Since securing the grant in August, two 
students have already been enrolled in 
the program and are receiving benefits. 
Young plans to have 25 students enrolled 

in the program by May, so they can begin 
taking classes in the fall. To get started with 
recruitment, she has sought out current 
VSU students who are eligible to receive 
benefits from CAMP and educated them on 
opportunities associated with the grant. By 
doing this, she hopes to provide support to 
local students and give them the best college 
experience possible. 
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Dr. Richard Carvajal

TEXT KE ITH  WARBURG

PHOTOS PAUL  LEAVY

has been many things in his life.  

He has been a janitor, a homeless 

teen, an assistant banquet chef,  

a college graduate, a cancer survivor, 

a triathlete, and a college president. 

In January 2017, he became the 10th 

president of Valdosta State University.

OUR
NEW

DAY
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Dr. Richard Carvajal
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After meeting and marrying his wife at ECU, the Carvajals migrated 
around the country for school and work.  Eventually, they landed at 
the University of South Carolina where he completed his Ph.D. 
	 “I love being in the South,” he said. “The sense of community and 
small town life is a tremendous value for my family, and it’s ultimately 
what brought us back here.” For family reasons, they moved west after 
graduation: first to Kansas, to be near his father, and then to Washington, 
to be near his mother. 
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‘don’t quit, we’re going to get through this.’” 
	 One year later to the day, he got back into his car to compete in a 
triathlon. This time, he finished the race.
	 It was during the months of recovery that Carvajal realized the deep 
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Q&A
When did you know VSU was the right fit for you?
When I interviewed, I needed to just be me, and see if I fit. As we went through two days of 
interviews, I had forums back to back. People would leave at the end, chat in the hallway, and 
come back again with more and more energy as the day went on. It energized me, and by the 
end of the day, I could feel a buzz in the final forum. I went home and told a mentor of mine that 
presidential searches should be a time of hope, and what thrilled me the most was just that, no 
matter how it turned out, I had given some folks hope about the future of the university.

As excited as we were in the forums, I was exhausted by the end of  
the second day. When we finished, I was loaded up and taken to the 
College of Business, and I don’t know if I showed it, but I was about  
to drop. I walked into the business school for the last meeting with  
the search committee, where I was expecting one more round of  
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Colleen 
Kavanaugh:
FOCUSING 
HER FIRE

STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

TEXT JORDAN WEST

PHOTOS GRAHAM NGUYEN
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Kavanaugh, co-founder of The Fire Pit, said its purpose — changing 
the culture of campus with school spirit — is an overflow of her love for 
the school that helped her discover her passion.  
	 She arrived on campus as an athletic training major, but after her 
first few classes, she realized that she was not sure what she wanted to 
study. Kavanaugh, a Brunswick, Georgia, native, knew she needed to 
change her major and was at a loss. 
	 “I went to talk to a staff member in financial aid to see how I could 
drop my classes and move home,” she said. “He told me to open up 
my planner and said, ‘Look at all of the events you have going on just 
this week.’” 
	 He explained to Kavanaugh that both she and the campus would 
miss out if she were to move home, and he encouraged her to finish  
up her classes that semester and find a major that would be a better  
fit for her at VSU.
	 “I talked to Kevin Taylor in Career Services, and I learned that  
communications was a major I would really enjoy,” Kavanaugh  
said. Her new classes taught her about coordinating events, clear  
communication, and being part of a team. 
	 Now in her fourth year, Kavanaugh found a home at VSU. “I have 
fallen in love with Valdosta and the diversity of our campus,” she said. 
“I realized the biggest focus of my heart was school spirit, and I wanted 
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Over the last 110 years, many areas of the  
university have remained virtually unchanged— 
Pound Hall, the Front Lawn, and Palms Quad, for  
example. But as missions evolve and student  
bodies grow, the campus has changed to meet  
the needs of a modern university. 

This photo is one of our favorites, taken mid-century on a grassy lawn 
where Hopper Hall now stands. In the back you can see West Hall, and 
on the right is Converse Hall, which later caught fire in the 1970s. What’s 
most interesting is how little things change: 110 years have gone by, 
and students have always taken advantage of  Valdosta State’s wide 
open green spaces for sports, relaxation, and studying. 

Where was your favorite space? Let us know at magazine@valdosta.edu.

Déjà vu
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Valdosta State University magazine 
is a bi-annual publication for students, alumni, 
and friends of the university.  The publication 
is committed to reflecting the mission, 
achievements, and culture of  Valdosta State 
University, the communities it benefits 
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