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BIOL 1108L: Principles of Biology II Laboratory  
Department of Biology 

College of Science and Math 
Valdosta State University 

Spring 2024; Laboratory Syllabus 
 
Laboratory: Bailey Science Center, room 1073 – Monday, 11:00 AM – 1:50 PM 
Section A: CRN# 24676 (1 credit hour) 
Instructor: Instructor: Eric Chambers (Dr. Chambers)  Office: BSC 2214   Phone: 229-249-2736 
Email: ewchambers@valdosta.edu 
Office hours: Bailey Science Center, Room 2214; Tues/Thurs 1:15-2:15 PM or by appointment. 
e-mail: ewchambers@valdosta.edu 
 
Course Description: A laboratory course to accompany BIOL 1108, with exercises dealing with anatomy 
and physiology of plants and animals. 
 
Course Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in BIOL 1107 or permission of instructor 
 
Course Overview: This lab is a companion to BIOL 1108. Lab exercises will provide you greater insight 
into the physiological processes of plants and animals. The lab will also introduce you to the diversity of 
life within the animal and plant Kingdoms as well as highlight evolutionary relationships among the 
phyla within these Kingdoms. 
 
See Department of Biology Educational Outcomes and the University General Educational Outcomes as 
listed at the end of this syllabus 
 
Required materials: 
Lab Text: Grove, T. 2015. Biology Lab Manual. This is an e-book lab manual. You can purchase the lab 
manual in one of two ways:  
 

1. Purchase an Access Cod at the Valdosta State University Bookstore and use the code to access 
the lab manual at https://www.grlcontent.com/ 
 

2. Purchase the Access Code directly through the publisher at the web site 
https://www.grlcontent.com/. The second option is less expensive than option #1 but you 
cannot use your VSU student aid, you must use a credit or debit card. There is a link in Blazeview 
to a pdf that explains registration for the lab manual.  

 
How to Use the Lab Manual: The lab manual is an online manual. I will go over how to use this manual 
during the first week of class. But, briefly, each lab includes all the content necessary to understand and 
complete the lab. You are required to read the background information and you may complete the pre-
lab assignment before coming to lab as extra credit. The page after the pre-lab assignment contains pdfs 
of the exercises that you will complete during lab and another pdf with all the background information. 
You can either view these documents on your phone, tablet, laptop computer, etc. in lab, OR you can 
print them off. You will need to be able to view the background information during lab in order to 
complete each lab, but you do NOT need to print them off if you have an electronic method for looking 
at the information. There are no computers in the lab for you to use.  

mailto:ewchambers@valdosta.edu
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I will provide you with a pdf for Lab #1 that includes background material as well as the homework 
assignment associated with this lab. This will allow you to complete the lab even if you are not able to 
purchase the lab manual before our first lab. If you have problems buying the manual because of slow 
financial aid please let me know. I will work with you until you are able to purchase the manual. If you 
are retaking the class do not buy another access code for the manual, simply email Great River 
Support and they will give you access. Let me know if you have issues.  
 
Attendance: Lab will be held weekly on Monday at 11:00 am. Our lab is scheduled for 2 hours and 50 
minutes each session. You are expected to attend each weekly lab session. This course follows the 
university policy on class absences: 
 
“Whether online or face-to-face, a student who misses or does not participate in more than 20% of the 
scheduled course or course activities could be 
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4. Extra-credit points (up to 25 pts): Extra-credit points can be earned taking the pre- lab quizzes 
found in the online laboratory manual. You will have two attempts for each quiz and the highest 
grade will count toward the extra-credit point calculation. The grade for each quiz will be 
automatically uploaded in the gradebook within the online lab manual (not on Blazeview). The 
percentage of correct answers will be used to calculate the extra-credit points. For example, if 
you have 85/93 correct answers for the pre-lab questions, that is equal to 0.9139; therefore 25 
pts x 0.9139 = 22.85 extra-credit points earned. 
 
The pre-lab quizzes must be completed by 10:55 am each Wednesday before we complete 
that lab in class. For example, the pre-lab assignment for Lab 7 would need to be completed 
by 10:55 am on Monday, Jan. 24 in order to receive credit. 

 
Lab grade: 

/asc/
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Privacy Act (FERPA): The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits the public posting 
of grades by social security number or in any manner personally identifiable to the individual student. 
No grades can be given over the telephone or over email because positive identification can’t be made.  
Access Statement: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may contact 
the Access Office for assistance in determining and implementing reasonable accommodations. The 
Access Office is located in Farbar Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871 (VP) and 
229-219-1348 (TTY). For more information, please visit VSU’s Access Office or email: 
access@valdosta.edu.  
 
Title IX Statement: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work 
and learning environment free from discrimination and harassment. VSU is dedicated to creating an 
environment where all campus community members feel valued, respected, and included. Valdosta 
State University prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex 
(including pregnancy status, sexual harassment and sexual violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, 
religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic information, or veteran status, in the University's 
programs and activities as required by applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The individual 
designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning 
nondiscrimination policies is the University's Title IX Coordinator: Maggie Viverette, Director of the 
Office of Social Equity, titleix@valosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta State University, Valdosta, 
Georgia 31608, 229-333-5463. 
 
Campus Gun Carry Statement (HB 280): If you choose to carry a concealed weapon on campus, you are 
responsible for knowing and following the law. Refer here for FAQ: 
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/finance-admin/police/campuscarry/ 
 
SOI Statement: At the end of the term, all students will be expected to complete an online Student 
Opinion of Instruction survey (SOI) that will be available through SmartEvals. Students will receive an 
email notification through their VSU email address.  
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TENTATIVE LAB SCHEDULE AND TOPICS SPRING 2024 

        Jan. 8-12    Review of syllabus and course requirements 

 Jan. 15-19   No Lab-Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday  (Lab #1 online lecture) 

 Jan. 22-26         Lab 7 - Animal Diversity I 

 Jan. 29-Feb. 2   Lab 8 - Animal Diversity II  

        Feb. 5-9   Lab 9 – Introduction to Animal Tissues 

  Feb. 12-16    Lab 10 – External and Internal Anatomy of the Fetal Pig 

  Feb. 19-23   Lab 11 – Sensory Systems   

  Feb. 26-1   Lab 12 – Cardiovascular System 

  Mar. 4-8   Lab Practical #1 

        Week of Mar. 11-15  Spring Break 

  Mar. 18 -22   Lab 2 – Non-vascular plants 

  Mar. 25-29   Lab 3 – Vascular Plants 

  Apr. 1-5     Lab 4 – Plant cells, organs, and growth 

        Apr. 8-12   Lab 5 - Angiosperm Development 

  Apr. 15-19   Lab 6 – Plant Growth and Transpiration  

  Apr. 22-26   Lab Practical #2  
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BIOL 1108: General Principles of Biology II  
 
This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Technology, Mathematics & Sciences area.  
Core IMPACTS refers to the core curriculum, which provides students with essential knowledge in foundational 
academic areas. This course will help master course content, and support students’ broad academic and career 
goals.  
 
This course should direct students toward a broad Orienting Question: 

 How do I ask scientific questions or use data, mathematics, or technology to understand the universe?  
Completion of this course should enable students to meet the following Learning Outcome: 

 Students will use the scientific method and laboratory procedures or mathematical and computational 
methods to analyze data, solve problems, and explain natural phenomena.  

Course content, activities and exercises in this course should help students develop the following Career-Ready 
Competencies: 

 Inquiry and Analysis 

 Problem-Solving 

 Teamwork 

 
 
Valdosta State University General Educational Outcomes (GEO)  

1. Students will demonstrate understanding of the society of the United States and its ideals.  
2. Students will demonstrate cross-cultural perspectives and knowledge of other societies.  
3. Students will use computer and information technology when appropriate.  
4. Students will express themselves clearly, logically and precisely in writing and in speaking, and they will 

demonstrate competence in reading and listening.  
5. Students will demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles and proficiency in 

laboratory practices.  
6. Students will demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages in the arts, the humanities, and the 

social sciences.  
7. Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences from oral, written 

and visual materials.  
8. Students will demonstrate knowledge of principles of ethics and their employment in the analysis and 

resolution of moral problems.  
9. Students will demonstrate understanding of the physical universe and the nature of science, and they will 

use scientific methods and/or mathematical reasoning and concepts to solve problems. 

Department of Biology Educational Outcomes (BEO)  
1. Develop and test hypotheses, collect and analyze data, and present the results and conclusions in both 

written and oral format used in peer- reviewed journals and at scientific meetings.  
2. Describe the evolutionary process responsible for biological diversity, explain the phylogenetic 

relationships among the other taxa of life, and provide illustrative examples.  
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the cellular basis of life.  
4. Relate the structure and function of DNA/RNA to the development of form and function of the organism 

and to heredity  
5. Interpret ecological data pertaining to the behavior of the individual organism in its natural environment; 

to the structure and function of populations, communities, and ecosystems; and to human impacts on 
these systems and the environment.  

 
 

 

 


