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Valdosta State University 
Biology Department 

BIOL 3250: Ecology & Evolution  
Course Syllabus, Spring 2020 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. Erin Grabarczyk  
Office: Bailey Science Center (BSC) 2212 
Office Phone: 229.249.4941 
E-mail: egrabarczyk@valdosta.edu 
Office Hours: M 8:30 – 9:30 AM, T 8:20 – 9:20 AM, or by appointment 
 
Lecture: MW 2:00 – 3:15 PM, BSC 1024 
Labs: M 10:00 AM – 12:50 PM, BSC 2073 
T 2:00 – 4:50 PM, BSC 2073 
W 9:00 – 11:50 AM, BSC 2073 
 
Required text: Krebs C. Ecology (6th edition). Pearson. 
Recommended text: Herron JC, Freeman S. Evolutionary Analysis. Pearson. 
 
OR another general textbook on evolution: 

Bergstrom CT. Evolution. Norton. 
Futuyama DJ. Evolution. Sinauer Associates, Inc. 
Hall BK. Evolution Principles and Processes. Jones and Barlett. 
Ridley M, Evolution. Blackwell.  

 
Course overview 
 
BIOL 3250. Ecology and Evolution. 4 Hours.  
Prerequisites: BIOL 1107, 
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•   Ask questions: If you have a question or don’t understand something please let me know. I 
am more than willing to take as much time as necessary to help you understand a concept, 
but you have to let me know. 

 
•   Assignments: Your assignments can be emailed to me, turned into my mailbox in the 

biology office, or submitted on BlazeVIEW. If your assignment is turned in late, 10% will be 
deducted from your grade for every day past the deadline.  

 
•   Email etiquette: Please use your VSU account for e-mail communication. Include a relevant 

subject title, greeting, and closing. Refer to this website for additional tips on how to 
construct a professional e-mail: http://www.netmanners.com/e-mail-etiquette-tips/ 

 
•   Lab completion: You must complete every lab in full. If you leave early, your homework 

assignment will not be accepted the following week. 
 
•   Cheating: You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies 

and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These 
policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, 
plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. [The policies can be found at 
http://
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IX. The individual designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and 
receipt of inquiries concerning nondiscrimination policies is the University's Title IX Coordinator: 
the Director of the Office of Social Equity, titleix@valdosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta 
State University, Valdosta, Georgia 31698, 229-333-5463. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Students are expected to attend the lab session they are registered 
in. There may be times at which you cannot make your lab and you may wish to attend another 
lab section. This is possible to do ONCE per semester, but there are strict guidelines for 
attending a different lab section. If you do not follow these steps, I have the right to deny you 
access to the lab. You cannot just show up at any lab and expect to attend it. Labs can only be 
made up during the same week that they are held and switches can only take place on weeks 
when there is not a scheduled group activity. 
To attend a different lab section than the one in which you are registered, you must: 

1.   Check the schedule to make sure there will be no in-class group projects.  
2.   Contact your instructor (egrabarczyk@valdosta.edu) in advance (at least 24 hours) of 

the lab you will be missing and give the day and time oa/TT2 1 Tf [ (in)-22
(d) -10 (u) -10 (l) 5 (e) -22 (d) -10 ( ) ] TJ Eo2.d 2.
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Tentative Lab Schedule*: 
 
Week of Lab number Lab topic 

Jan 13 1 Introduction to Data Science & PRJA 
Jan 20 - No labs – MLK day  
Jan 27 2 Natural Selection 
Feb 3 3 Field Ecology I (outside!) 
Feb 10 4 Field Ecology II – data management 

Feb 17 5 Phylogenetic inference 

Feb 24 6 Adaptive radiation 
Mar 2 7 


