
Spring 2020, BIOL 3500/5500 - Mycology (4 credit hours) 
 

Instructor:  Dr. Emily Cantonwine, Office:  BC 2031, egcantonwine@valdosta.edu, 229-333-5337 
 
Lecture – BC2202 - M, W, F 11:00-11:50       Lab – BC2040 - M 2:00-4:50    Office hours – TWRF 2-3 
 
Course Description: Biology of fungi with emphasis on morphology, taxonomy, physiology, and ecology, 
including the roles of fungi as both beneficial organisms and as causal agents of plant and animal 
diseases.  
 
Course Objectives (Educational Outcomes):  By the end of the semester, students will be able to 

 explain how fungi are similar and different from other organisms  

 identify fungal groups based on microscopic and macroscopic characteristics  

 describe how fungi are adapted to their various environments  

 explain the importance of fungi to ecosystems and human culture  

 identify important diseases of animals and plants caused by fungi  

 compare and contrast beneficial and nuisance fungi  

 conduct laboratory techniques to aid in fungal observations towards identification  

 

Required Texts:   
1) Kendrick, W.B. 2017. The Fifth Kingdom, 4th Edition. Focus Publishing/R. Pullins Co. 
2) Hudler, G.W. 1998. Magical mushrooms, mischievous molds, Princeton University Press. 
 

Students are required to bring the Fifth Kingdom, syllabus, and lecture notes to lecture and 

lab.  
 
 
Important information:   

 A grade of C or higher is required in this course to count towards biology degree.  
 Midterm is the last day to withdraw from the course. 
 If you have need for special arrangements to meet the requirements of this course, please contact 

the Access Office and discuss this need with me as soon as possible.  
 
Assessment   #        points each     points total          SCALE Depends on Participation* 
Exams    4  100  400     A  89.5/90.0 to 100% 
Reading Quizzes  10  5  50 

mailto:egcantonwine@valdosta.edu


ASSESSMENTS: 

Exams:  There will be 4 lecture exams, each worth 100 points. Exams will be based on lecture material and 

may include material from reading assignments (i.e. peer-reviewed articles, blog posts, etc) discussed in class. 

Exams cannot be taken early unless you have a university related excuse and have informed me of this need at 

least one week in advance. Make-up exams are an option - If you have an acceptable, documented excuse, you 

can take an exam of similar difficulty to the rest of the class. If you do not have documentation, or I do not 

accept your excuse, the make-up exam will be more challenging with essay questions.  

Reading Quizzes: Readings from Hudlerôs Magical mushrooms, mischievous molds will be evaluated with 

quizzes (see the tentative schedule for weekly assignments). Quizzes will occur at the beginning of class as 

scheduled. Your 10 highest quiz grades will count. Most quizzes will be ~5 questions and you will have 5-7 

minutes to complete (donôt be late to class!). To do well on the quizzes, pay attention to big picture concepts, 

and interesting & easy to remember facts while you read. You may refer to the reading and your own hand-

written notes 

http://www.valdosta.edu/biology/documents/biologyplagiarism.doc
http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/AcademicHonestyPoliciesandProcedures.shtml



