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Biology 1010A: The Evolution & Diversity of Life   Fall 2018 
Department of Biology, College of Arts & Sciences, Valdosta State University  

 

Instructor:   Dr. Leslie S. Jones   Grad TA: Ellen Vedas Tutor: Antonella Prevost-Stein 
Office:    1096 Bailey Sci Ctr  2025 

      

http://www.valdosta.edu/colleges/arts-sciences/biology/documents/resources/PlagiarismPolicy.pdf
mailto:access@valdosta.edu
mailto:titleix@valosta.edu
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BIOL 1010B Course Objectives 
Essential Questions: 
What has made the natural sciences so effective at unraveling some of the mysteries of life & the universe? 
How does the Theory of Evolution explain the History of Life, Biological Diversity, & the Interdependence of Living Organisms? 
 

Learning Outcomes = Students will be expected to: 
I. Distinguish the unique features of the natural sciences and the characteristics of living organisms. 
II. Describe the evolutionary processes that have been influential throughout the history of life. 
III. Compare and Contrast the basic characteristics, classification, & ecology of living organisms. 

 
Proof of mastery for each will be demonstrated by the knowledge & skill shown in: 
I. Online Connect Assignments ð Completion of reading, LearnSmart, Practice, & Pretests 
II. Writing to Learn ð Short Papers submitted in Blazeview 
III. Unit Tests & Final Exam - Based on Text, Lectures, Discussions, & Videos 
 

Assessment: 
 Online Assignments  

LearnSmart       
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BIOL 1010B Class Protocol 
Class Sessions:  Most students come to class to learn and I will not tolerate behavior that disrupts the learning environment. 
Come to class prepared to concentrate & pay attention. Since some people may not know what is expected in a college classroom, the 
following rules should make this clear. If I must stop class and speak to you about a disruption, I may ask to see you after class, and if 
it happens more than once you will be told to leave. I will not hesitate to refer students to the Dean of Students for repeated offenses. 
 

Class Rules: 
1. Attend to your personal needs before class and refrain from getting up during class unless it is urgent.  
2. Class will start promptly at 9:30, please have your notebooks open and be ready to pay attention and begin. 
3. Once class begins, refrain from side conversations. If you are asking about a word in lecture, make it short & quiet. 

 4. If a classmate is being rude or distracting you, let them know or say òShhhhhhhhó loud enough for me to hear. 
 5. The VSU rules are no eating or drinking in the lecture hall. Water bottles are fine. 

6. You are welcome to have your laptops, pads, & phones in class to record lectures, look up terms, and photograph slides. 
  However, this is not an invitation to skype, take calls, or read & send texts. If anyone is bothering you with such 

behavior report them to me after class or by email.  
7. Class will end at 10:45, unless you see òTHE ENDó on a slide before, so do not pack up & rustle your packs before this. 

 

Required Technology Platforms:  
LMS=Blazeview (BV): Learning Management System - Your VSU Account: This will be used for all class communication, 
writing assignments, and access to various resources. (http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/elearning/blazeview-d2l.php)  

 CMS=McGraw Hill (MH) Connect: Course Management System - This is a complete electronic version of the book and a  
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BIOL 1010 - Tentative Course Schedule Fall 2018 
Dates  Topics    Assignments_____________________________________ 



6 

 

Top Ten” Strategies for Success in Biology 1010 
(You can even count up by reading from the bottom if you are a David Letterman fan) 

 

If you want to earn an “A” and or do well in this course, you need to think about your own approach to studying.  You will not even pass unless 


