PHILOSOPHY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES
COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY STATEMENT

|. PURPOSE AND PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

A. Library Collection Development Objective

The primary objective of the collection in Philosophy and Religious Studies is to
support the courses and major/graduate programs that are affiliated with our
department. At the Bachelor’s degree level, we teach a number of courses
involving logic, aesthetics, philosophy of science, ethics, and various applied
ethics areas. These contribute to the Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and
Religious Studies, which allows students to ‘concentrate’ in either PHIL or REL.
We also support the needs of graduate students in programs that use philosophy
of education material, and ethics and public administration/ethics and health
care/ethics and public policy material. The research interests of our faculty
include a variety of research areas like world religions, biblical studies, and
indigenous cultures. We also offer four minors that continue to be well populated:
minor in Philosophy, minor in Religious Studies, minor in Professional and
Applied Ethics, and the minor in Environmental Studies. Our department
frequently cross lists our courses with Women’s and Gender Studies, African
American Studies, and Native American and Indigenous Studies and we often
purchase materials to help support these programs. Whenever a book is written
by a member of the faculty we also request that the library purchase that book.
Our department has also just taken over Interdisciplinary Studies, so we will be
handling that area as well.

B. Description of User Groups Supported

User groups supported include undergraduates, master’s students, doctoral
students, and faculty. Courses are taught both face-to-face and online.

Our student population always includes many students who are first generation
college students. These students need extra mentoring for research skills and
interpreting and using library sources. Our faculty has declined in number over
recent years as have many department faculty, we continue to offer a wide range
of classes by rotations and by responding to student needs. Our students
continue to become more savvy about using online material and we help them to
access Galileo and Films on Demand regularly.

C. New and Expanding Areas of Interest



Relatively few new courses are being proposed at the current time (2019-2020)
because there is a statewide Core Curriculum Revision taking place. It is
noteworthy that our department has taken over administrative duties for
Interdisciplinary Studies (INDS) and we will be teaching those courses (INDS
2000 and 4000) for the foreseeable future. We will continue to look for resources
involving interdisciplinary research because of this change.

D. Areas of Established Specialization

We have strengths in all areas of Ethics (Ethical Theory and Applied Ethics,
Medical Ethics, Bioethics, Business Ethics, Environmental
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