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Chapter II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

[Chapter contents: The second chapter of a Thesis is almost always a Literature 

Review grounding the current study in extant literature with a critical examination of how 

past research provides theoretical and conceptual framing for the current study as well as 

any gaps the current study may fill.]  



  

3 

 

 

 

Chapter III 

CHAPTER TITLE 

Overview 

 

[Sample text and table.  Be sure to mention Institutional Review Board approval 

or exemption in this chapter.]  This chapter begins with a brief exploration of the broader 

higher education context that increasing institutionalization of and research on service-

learning are situated within. Service-learning is then explored in detail along with the 

research that has investigated the relationship between this pedagogy and student 

outcomes. Next, literature on Low-Income, First-Generation (LIFG) students is used to 

explicate the host of complex barriers these students commonly experience in their 

academic journeys. A critical lens is then used to illustrate the gaps in literature that give 

rise to persisting questions about the efficacy of service-learning as a pedagogical 

strategy to increase LIFG student success. These questions are further refined and 

undergirded with a theoretical and conceptual examination of service-learning for LIFG 

students which provided the foundation for this study. 

Data Source 

Data used in this study is part of an ongoing mixed-methods study exploring the 

outcomes and experiences related to participation in service-learning courses for low-

income, first-generation college students.  This study utilizes national, longitudinal, data 

from matched responses between the 2004 Freshman Survey (TFS) and 2008 College 

Senior Survey (CSS), administered by the Higher Education Research Institute. TFS is 

given to students within the first 2 weeks of their first year in higher education, and the 
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Chapter IV 

CHAPTER TITLE 

[Chapter contents: The fourth chapter of a Thesis commonly focuses upon the 

findings of the study. Tables and figures are typically used in this chapter, but do not 

repeat contents in tables or figures in the narrative �± simply summarize the material 

before the table or figure is shown.] 
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CONCLUSION 
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Table 2.  Results for Blocked Regression Model Predicting GPA for Low-Income,  
              First-Generation Students 

Variables M1 M2 M3 M4 

Student Pre-College Characteristics B p B p B p B p 

(Constant) 6.080 .000 3.892 .000 3.240 .021 5.508 .001 
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A copy of your IRB or IACUC approval or exemption, or the oversight screening form 

goes after the appendix cover sheet.  Students should keep the original. 
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HELPFUL TIPS: 

(Not a part of your Thesis!) 

 

1. Be sure all pages have a 1.5" left margin. 

2. The first page of each chapter has a 2" top margin - other pages have a 1" top. 

3. The bottom and right margins are 1". 

4. Page numbering is bottom center...no running head in this document. 

5. Set your paragraph settings to single or double spacing, not multiple...with no 

extra blank lines between paragraphs (this is the default setting in Word - do not 

use). 

6. Spacing after a period ending a sentence �± 


