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Fourth Annual Graduate Student Research
and Scholarship Symposium

presented by

The Graduate School

April 20, 2012
3:00 - 6:00 p.m.  Å  UC Magnolia Room

Welcome:   Dr. Alfred Fuciarelli, Assistant Vice President for Research and 
Dean of the Graduate School

    
Opening Remarks:                            Dr. Louis Levy, Interim President

and

Dr. Phil Gunter, Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Introduction of Faculty Mentors:                                                                    Dr. John Gaston, College of the Arts       

Dr. James LaPlant, Associate Dean College of Arts & Sciences

 Dr. Julie Lee, Associate Dean Dewar College of Education

Dr. Alan Bernstein, Interim Associate University Librarian

Dr. Anita Hufft, Dean College of Nursing

Dr. Martha Giddings, Director, Division of Social Work

Special Recognitions & Poster Viewing:                                                                                     Dr. Alfred Fuciarelli
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WHAT SKILLS ARE IMPORTANT: A REPLICATION OF A PUBLISHED STUDY

Brittany Daniel

Faculty Mentor: Chet Ballard, PHD
Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice

This poster displays a replication of a study published in Social Insight in 2001 titled, “Applied Sociology: 
What Skills are Important.” Together with Dr. Chet Ballard, Professor of Sociology and Coordinator of the MS 
Sociology Degree Program, I designed the replication including research design, population and sampling, 
survey design, electronic collection of data, and analysis and reporting of the results of the study. Most masters 
level sociology majors graduate and enter the work force in applied settings. To be prepared for employment 
outside academia, sociology majors graduating from masters program need training in applied sociology 
rather than traditional education in sociology theory, methods, and statistics. The replication confirms that 
communication skills such as visual reporting of findings, flexible research design skill, and basic statistical 
analysis competency rather than advanced statistical skills are both the most important and the most used 
skills among sociologists working in applied settings.
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THE PROXIMITY OF ON-TASK BEHAVIOR IN AUTISM

Jordan Kay

Faculty Mentor: Susan Miller, MED
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders

The purpose of this investigation project was to determine the effects of proximity on on-task behavior with a 
child diagnosed with Autism. A single subject ABAB design was used when completing this research study. 
The subject used in this study was a 10-year-old male, who was diagnosed with regressive Autism at the age 
of two years, nine months. The subject was presented with specific activities, with only the physical positioning 
of the clinician varying during the activities, to determine if proximity affected the subject’s attention to task and 
accuracy of response. Based on the results of this study, it was concluded that the proximity of the researcher 
did not have an effect on the on-task behavior of the subject. 

THE EFFECT OF STRESS ON SPEECH PRODUCTION

Meg Moulton 

Faculty Mentor: Robert Johnston, PHD 
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders

The purpose of this investigation was to examine the effects of emotional stress induced by public speaking 
on the fluency of a normal, typically fluent speaker. A single subject design was used in this investigation. The 
subject selected for this investigation was a 22-year-old female graduate student studying Speech-Language 
Pathology at Valdosta State University. A five-minute speech sample was taken from each presentation and the 
types and amount of disfluencies were compared to one another. The results indicated that emotional stress 
negatively affects speech production, making a typically fluent speaker more like that of a true stutterer. Future 
research should include the generalization of these results among more subjects. 
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THE EFFECTS OF AN iPAD ON VERBAL OUTPUT IN LANGUAGE THERAPY
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP AS A SIGNIFICANT PREDICTOR OF STUDENT
SATISFACTION WITH ADVISING

Kohle Paul and Michael Kitchens

Faculty Mentor: D. Eric Archer, PHD
Department of Curriculum, Leadership, and Technology

McClellan (2007) believed developmental advising and servant leadership are related and that servant 
leadership could serve as a viable model for academic advising. Paul, Smith, and Dochney (2012) found 
significant positive relationships between servant leadership and academic advising behaviors. However, 
Paul et al. did not investigate students’ satisfaction with servant leadership based advising. If students 
are not satisfied with servant leadership based advising then the adoption of advising based on a servant 
leadership framework may have a negative impact on students’ college experience, academic advising, and 
ultimately their retention and persistence. This study attempts to investigate if students were satisfied with 
servant leadership based advising and if servant leadership was a predictor of students’ advising satisfaction. 
The researchers found significant positive relationships between servant leadership and students’ advising 
satisfaction. Servant leadership was also a significant predictor of students’
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College of Nursing 

A PROJECT TO EXAMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION ON REDUCING 
RATES OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE

IN AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN

Virginia Bellamy and Ashley Bostick

Faculty Mentor: Brenda Dyal, DNP 
College of Nursing

The purpose of the study was to test the effectiveness of implementing the Sister to Sister® 20 minute 
behavioral intervention on reduction of sexual risk behaviors in 
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